Kiukiang,China, Jsn.30,1934.

Dear Friends,-
/o are nearing the China New Yesr season and people sre |
busy with prepsrstions,lthe official year begins Jan.lst but in so msny-— -
places large numbers of D:onle hold to the old custom of the resl

play time of the land whici i1s the Chinese New Year, The house has to

be 21l clesned before that time and new gods vut upsdents all paid,

new clothes made if one can afford it and with the poer it is often

Just s coarse cotten germent woen over the old padded ones.Food id
purchased shead andcaoking done for days before.No one works any

more then they have to at China New Year snd all stores are closed,

"At the time of the New Year festivities the sncesters sre invited
to return and onjoy the feasting snd merry masking.Their pictures and
teblets sre brought cut and put in thsir proper places.Before the
evening mesl on the 30th,*he front docrs are opened.,peper money and
ipcense are burned,firecrackers set off while the head of the fami-
1y goes thru the ceremony of ushering in the guests.They sre invited
to perteke of the feast and after they are supposed to have eaten,the
rest of the femily enjoy whaet is left."This is not done in ail homes.

In meny homes the first thing cn New Year$ Day they hang up the
Tsai Shen idol,God of Wealth,light the candles,incense and fire-crock-
ers and worship Tsai Shen foir wealthk during the new yesr.The God of
Welth is invited to their homes and doors are left open the entire
day for fesr he might pass while they are c¢loged and not bring wealth,

"The door gods are also important.They are drawn in full srmor with
battle sxesThey must be so placcd thet the.axes point swey from each
cther,in order to guerd in both directions.To fasten them the wrong
woy would bring misfortune.It would bring them into opposition with
esch other snd make their efforts fruitless.The demons would then be
sble to slip psst into the house cnd produce endless trouble.There
is need of powerful door gods alwoys on duty,defending the home,"

In o ‘country where there is so much superstition,things tabco are
found on every hand.Some words at certain times would csuse misfortune.
One should never speak of denth at China New Yesr or mention the loss
of money or any bad luck that has come uncn the home, After beginning
to eat,one should never chonge the dished,some one might die.On the
7th or“8th of the first month one should not thread a needle.You
might become blind.One should not stsrt on a journey :on sny day that
has a 7 in it gnd so it goes,there sre meny of them,

This with the story of the kitchen god will give you a little glimpse
into Chinese 1life where Christ is not honored and while the old is
giving way to new ideassthe grest mess of the pepulatdon cling to
the 0ld @nd know little or nothing of whet it mesns to meke Christ
the center of the home,.

Cordially yours
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The Kitehen ' God. :

7 The idol most universelly ycrshinp?d thrucut China,is the little Kitchern God,
or Jod of the Hearth,Tsac Wang Yeh. He 1is Iourda 1in 2 littie niche in the chimncy
over the stove. From this throne he rules and manages the affairs of the familiy.
Every bride upon coming into her nev hcmegfirst worships Heaven and Barth,then the

Ancesters and she then must bew befire the shrine of ithe Kitchan Yed.

He is sunposed to help thoss with whom he dweils.He is even appealed to for
healing in cases oB wmickness.in Shine this ilttie imaps i ucly kings,for being
placed vhere he is,he sees the daily 1life of the hovssholia,hears what its inmates
saysunderstands their quarrels and difficultises as : he good acts of each,
and so necessarily knows thelr dispositions and habits

=

On ths Ist and I5th of each month,they light candles and offer incense,while
:n some places he has a small lamp burning cortinvally bsfore his shrine. His
birthday 1cf celcbrated on the 3rd of the 8th month. On the 24th of the I2%h
morthyshe is supposed to return to heaven and report evoerything that has happened
curing the year. Then a record is made to be used with the future dealings of the
‘ndividuals of the home. ;

The ceremony of starting him on his journey is one of the most important of
roThreec sticks of lighted sncensesto-gether with a small cup of malt syrup,

the yea
are placed before him. Then a pile of straw is vrepared in front of the door;on
thizii

s placed a paper horse or a sodan chairstogether with provisions and nscess-
ary ecuipment for his trip to the hzcavenly world., Ye is taken down from his shelf,
with 1 roper righis,aud the syrup is rubbed over his mouth.As he 1g supposed to
have the same fceolings -as man,whon ho tastes the sweet paste he will forget one's
cvil deeds and will not roport any of the bitter things to the heevenly world.
When his lips have thus been schhod,hc is takon out,placed on his horse or in his
sodan chairsthé straw set on fire and ho starts on his long Journcys

They takc advantage of his abscnce to thoroughly cen the house.During the
ycar they have been unablec tc do so,as it would got d in his cyes. On New Ycars
Eve he arrives back home and is rceeived with appropriaste cercmonies. A new
picture is pasted in his niche over the stovesand inccasc is burncd to welcome
Rifi hocks The fact thet this 1little idol has such an intimete knowlecdge of all
obe doessand such an influence in reporting the deeds for which oac will recceive
reward or punichment,has the o foct of kceping harmony within the homee.which #
might not othcruisc prevail. Also as he is the medistor between heaven and mans
11 is best that he sholld bo one's friend. He is tho best known God 1n China.
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On the thirticth of the twolfth moath the front doois of cvery housc are
elcancd of the old gods and ncw cnes alc pasted in their steadywith age thcy losc
their power and cfficacy. So in preparing for the new ycar they arc replaced.

Teken from
nChincse Religion as Scon Through the Proverb"

by C.H.Ploppers Wuhu,China.



