Kiukieng March 12,1931,
Dezr Friends,

This is a besutiful spring day and as I write I hear bands
playing «ud see flugs and banners: flying for this is the day that
cermuanarates the death of the much lowed Dr, Sen.Bach one has a
black bamd on the &rma,their new stie of mourning and probably we
oouid Tird som2 with white in the hair or om the hat which is the
21l siyle. fhas the al7 1ad the new are mixcd in so much of life,

Perhacs tue greatost time of celebrating in the year is ak
Chiru iisw 7ear time,llle sovermment is trying to insist om the ®o
°ull@i..foreig: calonda>but when business ard religion are sotied
vp with this dry it is difficul® to foroe & ohange,It is the time
when all eccrunts wre to be setiled,when thers is the greatest
religioudt worship and tho family oomes home to foast sad play as
lmg as *they con afford to keep busimess closed.Janbling and drink
ing are dreadful fthen, All these custons are centuries old,In this
elyy the paper shops were filled with the usual decoretions,There
were the sebs »f paper hangings for over the acors,These are cut
ovt iz pretiy designs eamd I have becn *old they are o catsh the
ovikl spirits in the neshes so they cen mot harm the folks insidae,I
nave &lso boon %old that *thcy src for decorabicm caiXy but Christ-
jein do not usc thom,Then there arce the door gods.These arc hidecus
figures printed on paper Yo be pasted on fresh each yeor,Thoy rop-

resont two wvellomt soldicrs of lohg ago.Whcm their cmperor was il
- wd dying e wus so brovrled with demons they semt for these mes t
W come to him,As long as thoy sat by his side ho was not disturke
wod v vocouso of their ebility they wore deificd and are uscé to
Lrighton the domons away from the home or room.The above and the
kiicheon god arc pusted in thoir places on Now Year's eve.

Tac ancosiors cre ¢spocially worshipped then.Perhaps you lkuow
that in thcir religion thoy beliove a persoe has three spirits,
A% doeth onc is supposcd to go into the grave with the body,onc

into hell to roccive thc partioular punishments for the various

sins ¢ommitted im 1ife eand later to be borm on tho ecerth ageim md
the third irto the erccstrel “ehlot,Thesc arc kopt in the most px
preminent pleec in the housc.Thoy Loliove that tho ancestors'spire
i%s have much to do with tho peroe mnd prosperity of the family so
they musy tc well treated,Pe wurship thom fire orasckers arc fired
to attreld Sholr attontion thom paper moncy for the spirit?s use
in the other ~orld is buracd wmd food mmd drink arc offerod.Relas
tives worshipr thom sad friomds bow to them, On Now Yeer's eve
thoy ere invited to the fostiwitics,Before the evenirg meal the
front doors arc opemed,ptper moneoy end inecmse arc burmed andé the
heed of the frmily goes through tho vYorm 2f uchoring thom in exd
sosting them i the plaecs of honor,Thcy are inwited %o ent rnd
tiber they are supposedly through the frmily eats,For severcl deys
they ore supplied with tec,wine hot towels,food etlc, snd thenm
ushered oat with proper ceremonies,

Such is the religiom of superstitiom and fewr which these folk

have and ox the other hcmd we have beern having such o very bles-
sed time with the students tnd others in « serics of meetings led
by o young Chinesec men from the south,Therc cre perheps two humdrd
of our boys cnd girls fillod with o grodt emthusicsm for tell

the gospe?l'message rrd thoy are joyously going out inm groups e
woek cnd doimg such splomdid works; We £ll rejoiee over the bless-
ings thoy have reoceived tmd vhed %hey cre giving to others,

Do pray for us that we cafry Bo used to bring 'many to the Master,
Yowrs in His service,

Mea.w.



